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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

May I take this opportunity to wish you a Happy 
New Year. This is the first Magazine of the year and 
we are at the end of January already. 

The end of last year was tinged with sadness as we said “Goodbye” to 
Ken Curtis. Ken had been a member of Park for 66 years, he was the 
Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee for many 
years. He was passionate about Park and very involved in all its activities 
over the years. When I first joined Park in 1984, Ken was my Pastoral 
Elder and was very supportive. At a time when the boys were young I 
had a short stay in hospital and to help out Ken did some shopping for 
Carole. I am sure many of us have memories of Ken.  

I know 2019 also had many high points I will be highlighting those in my 
annual report next month. 2020 has begun and we are still without a 
Minister, but we are still here and much of what we do is continuing. 
Sometimes we struggle a bit but we get there, we could always do with 
more help though.  

We do have so many people who do so much behind the scenes and it 
is quite astounding how many little jobs there are just to ensure the 
service runs smoothly on a Sunday morning. So you can imagine how 
much there is to do to keep the good ship Park afloat.  

Our building is used a massive amount now. Thanks go to Becky Joyce 
who has done such a wonderful job of managing all the lettings. What 
people may not have realised is that Becky has also taken on a 
significant part of the financial role as well. Doing all the lettings related 
banking reconciliations and Payroll. This has made the Treasurer’s role 
more straight forward. Yvette and Rod as the Treasury team have 
looked at other financial functions and have been able to streamline 
those as well. When you look at the number of lettings we have and the 
number of people using our buildings it is both a wonderful 
achievement but also a wonderful use of our buildings for the benefit of 
our local community.  

We have nearly 50 charities using our building to provide their service to 
people in need. A huge range of activities from Senior Citizens foot 
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care to Choirs and Recovering Addicts. To support the work they do, 
we offer wonderful premises and significant discounts.  

I am sure you will agree this is part of our mission as a Church, to help 
support these organisations. If anyone feels they could help in any way, 
I know we are a Church with a huge range of talents, please contact 
me.  

As I mentioned earlier, we are still without a Minister. The process is 
working, and we did have an introduction of a possible candidate 
however due to illness within the family they had to withdraw from the 
process. So sad as it was, have faith and at least we know that there is 
interest and we need to keep praying that we will soon see a new 
Minister at Park and Hungerford.  

God bless 

Roger.  

Streamlining Park’s Financial Processes 

As Roger mentioned in his article, the Treasury team have looked at 
streamlining the financial functions of the Church, to avoid any 
unnecessary or duplicate steps in our processes. 

Two refinements that are particularly worth mentioning are: 

 As we can claim Gift Aid on all cash donations there is now no 
benefit to us (but a lot of extra work) in the Envelope Scheme, so 
this is now to be discontinued. 

 Anyone wishing to support the Commitment for Life scheme 
should now donate directly with the charity – there is no logical 
reason for Park to be involved in the charity’s donation 
administration. 

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss any of these 
points in greater detail. 

Rod 
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Church Family News 

Many of you will have enjoyed the success of 
the Reading Community Gospel Choir, winners 
of the BBC Songs of Praise Gospel Choir of the Year Competition. We 
are proud of the Choir, who meet at Park and are part of our church 
family. We ask for God’s continued blessing on them and their very 
special ministry in this place.  

We recently had the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, and we 
continue to pray for all the churches in this part of Reading, and ask 
that God will bless the work of CTEER and the ecumenical efforts that 
are being made to extend His kingdom in this community.  

We send our love and congratulations to Jenny Jones, who celebrated 
a special birthday on Thursday December 5th. And we send our love 
and congratulations to Carole Clark, who celebrated a special 
birthday on Saturday, December 28th. We also congratulate Vera 
Bacon, who was 90 on Sunday, January 5th. We send our love and 
good wishes to all our birthday girls!  

We also send love and good wishes to Sarah Jenkins, who has moved 
into her new house. We pray that Sarah will soon settle into her new 
surroundings.  

We pray for those who mourn, remembering particularly the family and 
friends of Ken Curtis, who died on 30th November. Ken was an Elder 
and former Chairman of F&GP, who served this church faithfully for 
many years. We ask for God’s blessing on Ken’s daughters Kay and 
Lynne at this time.  

We also pray for Gaye and Ray Rees following the death of Ray’s sister 
Elaine in Watford Hospital in December. This has been a difficult couple 
of months for Gaye and Ray. 

We were sorry to hear the tragic news of the death of Pastor Andrew 
Davis of the Parkside Community Seventh Day Adventist Church, who 
meet here at Park and are very much part of our wider church family. 
Pastor Andrew died in December at the age of 38. We pray for the 
whole fellowship at this difficult time, as they come to terms with the loss 
of their pastor, and we pray especially for Pastor Andrew’s parents, his 
wife Natasha and their three young children.    
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Alan Pritchard is now recovering well at home following a fall and an 
operation in the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford. We send our love 
and prayers to Alan and to Janet. It is good to see Alan back at church 
again. 

We pray that God will bless those situations in our church and our 
community where there is joy and celebration, and bring healing where 
there may be tension or issues that need to be resolved.  

And during the continuing vacancy we pray for the whole church 
community, that all may work together in a spirit of patience and trust, 
knowing that God’s plans and purposes will in time be fulfilled.  

We pray for all the members and adherents of Park Church, each with 
their own individual needs. We pray for all who are affected by ill-
health, recovering from or receiving treatment.  

We continue to remember Cynthia king who has had a fall, Jane and 
Mark Bennett, Andrea Dewing, Dave and Jenny Jones, Pat Fuller, and 
Hilary Campbell.  

Lord, in your mercy ……. Hear our Prayer 

Carrie 

Christmas Appeal  

Many thanks to those who took up the 
challenge of donating to the Christian Aid 
Christmas Appeal.  

The total raised was £425, for which the poor 
women for whom we were collecting at this time will certainly be 
grateful. 

Chris Gayford 
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Lent Study Course 2020 

One in four of us will have a diagnosable mental health condition in our 
lifetime. Even in the healthiest community, there can be a lot at stake in 
opening up about mental health. People can sometimes be wary of 
sharing their experiences, or feel that only those with visible difficulties 
are in need of support. Opening up positive discussions can be 
challenging, but churches can play a key role in lifting the lid on mental 
health, by creating spaces that listen and welcome. It’s time for us to 
learn about mental health - both the medical facts and Biblical 
approaches. 

Our Lent Study Course this year will be a six-week Bible study course that 
focuses on our faith and mental health. Every week we’ll be learning 
about specific mental health diagnoses – causes, treatments, and how 
churches can help. We’ll also look at an issue that is a little contentious, 
where Christians might disagree on the interpretation or solution. It’s 
important that church is a place where we can talk openly about 
mental health – even if we sometimes disagree. 

We’re going to start with the Bible; seeking to gain a better Christian 
perspective on mental health. We’ll be looking at well-known Bible 
stories to understand how God treats those who feel exhausted, 
rejected, hopeless and heartbroken. We will take what we learn about 
God’s approach and use that as a way to explore the mental health 
challenges faced by our community. We’ll try to get as practical as 
possible – thinking about concrete ways we can support people in our 
church and neighbourhood. Finally, we’ll be spending some time in 
prayer together. 

The course will take place on Monday evenings from 2nd March, run 
7.30-9pm, and will be held in the small hall. Come a bit earlier if you’d 
like a hot drink.  

Please let me know if you will be coming so I can make sure we have 
enough resources. I will lead the first session, but please do let me know 
if you would like to lead any of the other sessions.  

Carrie King 
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Park Church Flowers  

Roses, lilies, carnations, gerbera…I’m sure we all enjoy seeing the 
beautiful flowers which decorate the church each week. A splash of 
colour is always welcome, especially in the dark winter months.  

After they’ve been displayed on a 
Sunday, the flowers are wrapped and 
distributed to others, meaning that 
they can then brighten a home as 
well. 

These flowers are provided by 
members of the church, and often 
mark a special occasion: a 
wedding anniversary, birthday or the 
date of a special memory. There are 
many faithful contributors – thank you! 

If you would like to provide 
flowers for Park one Sunday, please add your name to the rota in the 
foyer, or speak to me on a Sunday morning. The flowers don’t need to 
be bought – you can cut them from your garden if you prefer. It would 
be fantastic to fill some of the gaps on the rota so that we can enjoy 
beautiful flowers each week.  

Cerys 

Lent Study Course 2020 - Resources 

You can preview the Lent Study Course resources by searching on-line 
for ‘Livability’ and ‘Lifting the Lid’ 

Carrie 
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Fairtrade Fortnight  

Fairtrade Fortnight runs from Monday 24th February until 
Sunday 8th March. Hopefully it has not escaped you that 
Park is a Fairtrade Church and Reading has been a 
Fairtrade town for many years. 

As a church fellowship we believe in Fairtrade and it is important from 
time to time to remember the reasons why we think that it is an 
important part of our ethos. Those who use the Fairtrade logo on their 
goods show that they work under particular conditions for which they 
are accountable, of which these are only some of them: - 

 The producers receive fair payment for what they produce. 
 That their income is used to improve their community, such as 

education and medical facilities. 
 That the production of their goods does not involve child labour 

or forced labour.  
 That there is no gender discrimination. 
 That safe working conditions are followed. 
 The process of production takes account of environmental 

protection. 

The Fairtrade Foundation monitors producers to ensure that they 
conform to these standards. Yes, it is not surprising that goods sold as 
Fairtrade are often somewhat more expensive than goods without this 
logo. To give you one example of why this is the case; in West Africa 
where a lot of the raw materials for chocolate production are grown 
many workers are paid 74p a day, Fairtrade is campaigning for these 
farmers to be paid a living wage of £1.86 a day. They believe that this is 
not a luxury but a human right. 

If we think about it supermarkets need encouragement to stock 
Fairtrade products, so as purchasers we have some control here. If we 
make a point of buying some of these items then shops are more likely 
to continue selling them. Remember fair trade is for the whole year not 
only two weeks of the year.  

Chris Gayford  
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Park 60s+ Exercise and Dance - 30 Years Young! 

We are Park 60s+, a fun, happy, supportive group of ladies and 
gentlemen who meet every Wednesday in the Large Hall at Park 
Church between 10.15 and 11.45. We exercise, learn fun routines to 
keep our bodies physically fit, toned, stretched, mobilised, safe and our 
minds challenged and all the while having fun and plenty of laughter. 
Long term friendships have been formed and networks established 
offering support and 
companionship.

 

We’re proud to announce that we are now 30 years young! And we 
are celebrating this landmark date by inviting you to join us for a free 
class at 11am on 5th February.  

This will be a general class of gentle exercise suitable for all abilities. The 
class will involve a mixture of seated but mainly mobile exercise to 
music. Present class members will also demonstrate one or two of their 
favourite routines for you and we will finish with refreshments and time 
to chat.  

So why not find out who we are and what we do at our FREE ‘Come 
and try it session’ on 5th February at 11am till 12.30 (including 
refreshments) and help us celebrate this great event!  
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To avoid disappointment, please be sure to book your place! Contact 
Gail – details below.  

If you are unable to attend the free come and try it session on 5th 
February, you are still very welcome to try a free class any Wednesday 
during term time. Just contact group leader, Gail, (details below) to 
book a place.  

Gail Borrow is a Community Dance Practitioner with over 30 yrs 
experience in working with 50s+ groups. 

Contact Gail to book a place: gail.borrows@gmail.com or on 07932 188 
129 / 01628 483895 

Gail Borrow 

Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

Thank you to all who have led worship in the past or who have put their 
names down to lead worship later on this year. Here is the updated list 
for February and March: 

February 2020 

 2nd February: Rev Alan Holmes 
 9th February: Michael Penny 
 16th February: Alistair & Elizabeth Knox 
 23rd February: Simon King (Thinking Day) 

March 2020 

 1st March: Rev Robert Barthram 
 8th March: Rev Ray Stanyon 
 15th March: Carrie King 
 22nd March: Rebecca Bullard (Mothering Sunday) 
 29th March: Rev David Dowling 

The 2020 Pulpit Plan is looking very healthy with only 8 slots left to fill! 
Roger and I would love to hear from anyone who thinks they could lead 
or help with a service this year. 

Julia  
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Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates for 2020 

Lakeside Songs of Praise is usually on every 2nd Wednesday of the 
month from 2.30-3.30pm, everyone is welcome to join us, please sign in 
at the care home reception desk  

 12th February 
 11th March 
 8th April 
 20th May (third Wednesday) 
 10th June 
 8th July 
 9th September 
 21st October (third Wednesday) 
 11th November 
 9th December 

The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you 
could join us sometimes, especially to sit with the residents and help with 
the singing.  

Last month there were 6 people 
from Park which was wonderful.  

Many thanks to Roger for 
leading each month; Simon 
and Linda for playing the 
piano; Tony for playing the 
violin and Ruth Clark and Linda 
Adkins for helping the residents 
to find their page numbers and 
boost the singing. 

If you would like to join us, please sign in at the Care Home reception 
desk on arrival. 

Many thanks, 

Julia 
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Church leaders speak as the UK leaves the EU 

In a joint statement, they say: 

“Three and a half years after the UK voted to leave the European Union, 
the point of departure has now been reached. The process of arriving 
at this point has been bruising and divisive. For some this date will mark 
the realisation of a long-held ambition and a moment of celebration. 
For others, however, it will be an occasion of great loss, marking the 
moment when deeply held desires for the nations of the UK are placed 
beyond reach. 

Church members in good conscience continue to hold a wide range of 
views about Brexit. As Church leaders and representatives, we are 
united in wishing to seek God’s guidance and a sense of common 
purpose as we move from this chapter of the Brexit process into the 
next. 

We will only be able to move towards having a sense of common 
purpose, despite our differences, when we choose to act with kindness, 
humility and respect towards those with whom we disagree. We call on 
our political leaders to set an example over the next weeks and months 
as we move towards negotiations which will require further decisions 
about priorities for the nations of the UK. 

For our part, our Churches will be working and praying for: 

 a society where the poorest and most marginalised are at the 
centre 

 a society that welcomes the stranger 
 a just economy that enables the flourishing of all life 
 a planet where the environment is renewed 
 a world which actively works for peace 
 a politics characterised by listening, kindness and truthfulness. 

We pray for the people of the UK, for our leaders, and for the whole of 
Europe, as we mark this significant moment together.” 
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Church Contacts 

Minister ...................................... still in vacancy 

Church Secretary..................... Roger Clark   
   
  e-mail:  churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  ....................  Rebecca Joyce 
  phone:  0845 463 6426 
  e-mail:  centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor ....................... Rod King 
  e-mail:  editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Weekend Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
 10.30 am Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
 10.30 am Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 1pm Pentecostal Worship Group  
 1pm International Believers Church 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship  
 various Progress Theatre 
   
Saturday 9am Allenova Ballet School 
 9:30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group 
 10am Parenthesis Choir 
 4pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 various Progress Theatre (all day) 
 ad hoc NCT (afternoons) 
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Weekday Activities at Park 

Monday  various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9am Exeter University (2nd of the month) 
 9:30am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5:30pm Beavers 
 6:45pm Cubs 
 7:30pm CODA/CODA Step  
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Tuesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9am HappyFeet Footcare (monthly) 
 9am Exeter University (2nd of the month) 
 9:30am Kazli Yoga 
 2pm U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 2:15pm Friendship Club 
 4pm Dancercise 
 7:30pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7:30pm Badminton (Sept – March) 
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 8:15pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Wednesday 
various Read Dance & Theatre College 

 10am Morning Prayers 
 10am Embroiders Guild (monthly) 
 10am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 3pm WEA Education Services 
 7:30pm Scouts 
 7:30pm SDA Prayer Evening  
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Thursday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 2pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month) 
 5pm Rainbows 
 5:45pm Brownies 
 7:15pm Guides 
 7:45pm Explorer Scouts 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Friday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10am Dimensions UK Limited 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship 
 7:30pm SDA Praise Team 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
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